The specimen is identified by having such generic characters as a predorsal profile not rising sharply before the dorsal fin, the pelvic fin origin at mid-belly with 6-7 soft rays and a spine not reaching the anal fin origin, and irregular rows of enlarged scales on the belly between the pectoral and pelvic fins. Species characters include strongly ctenoid scales, two rows of enlarged, horizontal belly scales, and distribution in respect to related species.
The fish has the following meristics and morphometry which agree with literature descriptions: Dorsal fin spines 7 (5-8 in literature), dorsal fin soft rays 25 (28-33; but the specimen is damaged at the end of the fin and the count is incomplete), anal fin spines 3 (2-3), anal fin soft rays 29 (26-31), pectoral fin branched rays 18 (17-21), pelvic fin branched rays 6 (6-7), total gill rakers 25 (24-28), and lateral line scales not countable because lost caudally (83-91).
The body is deep and compressed, rhomboidal in shape, with the predorsal profile straight to slightly convex, and not rising sharply to the dorsal fin. The operculum has bony ridges. The eye is large (45.2 mm bony orbit, longer than both the snout and the postorbi tal distance), the protrusible mouth is large and oblique, the upper jaw is longer than the snout, and jaws bear small conical teeth. Scales are firmly attached and ctenoid, and are also found on the cheek. The bases of the soft dorsal and anal fins bear slightly enlarged scales, with strong ctenii. Two irregular, horizontal rows of enlarged scales lie on the belly between the pectoral and pelvic fin levels, the lower row extending back to the anal fin level. The upper row has 3 obvious en larged scales and the lower row 10 scales. The lateral line is wavy at mid-body and is arched anteriorly over the pectoral fin and opercular region. It is interrupted over the anterior anal fin level, beginning again 4 scale rows lower down on the midline of the body. The first dorsal fin spine is short with the second spine the longest. Overall colour is brown with black gill membranes, gill cavity and peritoneum. Fin membranes are black and fin rays light. Scales are paler in their centre with margins darker.
Range extensions for deep-sea fishes are not unexpected as fishery operations move into deeper waters not extensively sampled by research vessels. Deeper waters have fairly stable temperature and salinity levels which facilitate world-wide distributions. The most dramatic evidence of this was the recent discovery of a Patagonian Toothfish (Dissostichtus eleginoides, a member of the mainly Antarctic Notothenioidei) found off Greenland (Møller et al. 2003) . Commercial fishing operations can make valuable contributions to our knowledge of Canadian fish biodiversity and fishery crews are encouraged to preserve unusual specimens for study and deposition in a museum.
